
 

 
Board of Directors 

Jack Laurie, President  366.7113  

 JLaurie1@verizon.net 

Lou Costa, Treasurer -316-9674 

Louandsue3@aol.com  

Michael Goldwasser, Secretary, 316-9777 

Mikeauh2o@aol.com 

Lou Dorff, Vice President, 365.8272 

 Dorffin@aol.com 

Abbie Forrest, Director,  809.1463 

 Abbie.forrest@talktoome.com 

Karen Finnigan, Director, 316-1160 

Bjkfinn@comcast.net 

Mark Dickert, Director, 752-2973 

Trekcid@aol.com 

Eileen Normile, Director, 706-4074 

Ewnormile@gmail.com  

Dave Poelke, Director, 388-4141 

wendav30@comcast.net 

Robert Atwell, Director, 957-0010 

Atwellr@aol.com 
 

Office Manager 
Lori Niles, BKIA Office Manager 366-0848 

BKIAOffice@Verizon.net 

100 Bird Key Drive 

Sarasota, Florida 34236 

Fax-941-366-0408 

 
Bird Key Security 

Direct Contact# – 356-8666 

This Publishing and all content is authorized by the 

Bird Key Improvement Association’s (BKIA)  

Governing Documents 

Bylaws, amended 2010, 

Certificate of Inc., amended 2006, 

Declaration of  Restrictions, Limitations, Conditions 

and Agreements, amended 2008 
 

BKIA Newsletter Committee:   

Karen Finnigan, Abbie Forrest & Lori Niles 

 Please contact us directly with your suggestions 

for future newsletters. 

Happy Holidays everyone, 

 

Bird Key is a wonderful place to live, relax, raise a family, retire and 

enjoy! Everyone who lives here enjoys the lifestyle, the beauty and the 

sunshine. Of course, as we live each day in our wonderful 

neighborhood, it is important that we are diligent in our day-to-day 

security. 

 

We each have our own personal security responsibilities that include 

securing our homes, locking our doors, closing our garage doors, 

reporting and not talking to, or purchasing from, solicitors or strangers, 

leaving on a night light, securing our vehicles and property… The list 

goes on.  However, we cannot monitor or keep an eye around the 

island, our common areas, our bridges, and the many vehicles that 

come and go freely through our neighborhood at all hours of the day. 

 

We are happy to report to you that our goal is being achieved! We are 

keeping a strong presence of security and it is broadcasting a daily 

message that Bird Key takes our security seriously.  Our constant 

activities focus on watching, monitoring, documenting and proactively 

communicating our message every morning, afternoon and evening. 

 

At each shift change, our security personnel document and review 

together all the events of the previous shifts.  They maintain constant 

phone communication no matter where they are.  They are also 

available to you at any time, so if you ever need them, just call.  Of 

course, for true emergencies, always dial 911 first!  The police and 

emergency personnel must be your first point of contact! 

 

We want to acknowledge all the devotion and passion required to do 

this critically important task we call Security.  It is just an eight-letter 

word, but it is worth every syllable if it keeps one viscous attacker, one 

dangerous thief, one desperate person, from committing one crime 

against any of our families.  

 

In the USA there are currently 2,700,000 offenders incarcerated and 

growing by 50,000 per year.  In Florida, there are over 175,000 

offenders incarcerated and it is estimated that 10 times these amounts 

are processed through our courts every year.  These are the ones that 

get caught.  It is with this in mind, we should all be attentive as we 

continue to enjoy living in Bird Key, making the most of each and 

every day.  And as you do so, please keep your safety a priority.   

 

Please always extend a neighborly thank you to our security men and 

women as you drive or walk in and out of Bird Key.  A simple wave or 

a quick, “Thanks for your efforts today,” as you see them is 

meaningful.  They have one goal in mind and they care about our home 

– Bird Key!  The Board and the Security Committee are dedicated and 

will continue doing everything we can to maintain a message that 

“Bird Key takes Security seriously.”  We also appreciate your support 

and acknowledgment; feel free to let us hear your voice. 

 

 Mr. Abbie Forrest, Security Chairman and Board Member 



Board meetings are necessary and usually interesting.  At the 

November meeting, City Commissioner Terry Turner turned up.  

He was interested in the general impression of how the Board 

and the residents on Bird Key feel about the City.  It is, of 

course, a loaded question which can and does lead to a variety 

of comments, questions and suggestions. 

 

As it turns out Bird Key is fortunate.  We currently have the best relations we have had 

with the city for years.  In large part this is because of the effort of Lou Costa, Lou 

Dorff and Lori Niles.  They know who the people are and what they do.  So when ques-

tions need answering they are able to contact the right person without many searching 

phone calls. 

 

Mostly, we need the help of the city to help with projects that the Association is not 

able to do.  Those include putting the walking lane down Bird Key Drive, painting the  

directional arrows at the exit and the tree program; in the early stages of the tree pro-

gram and when the city had money they put in $15,000 a year for us to beautify the 

streets of Bird Key.  The city also has a variety of grants that may apply to some of the 

projects that we do.  An example is the $3000 grant that has been approved by the city 

for use by the Board.  It is to improve the street signage.  The Enhancement Committee 

made the suggestion.  That committee meets regularly and makes suggestions that it 

feels will improve the appearance of the Key.  The committee itself has some board mem-

bers on it but mostly it is residents that are not board members.  They come up with 

some good observations and suggestions. 

 

It takes a lot of unseen effort to keep things running smoothly and have the Key looking 

at its' best and of course this is the time of year that residents return for the season 

and others come to visit.  It is more pleasant to have eye-pleasing surroundings.  We are 

fortunate to live here. 

 

That reminds me that we are in need of a few people to fill expiring terms on the Board. 

The annual meeting will be March 1, 2011.  If you have an interest, please contact Lori @ 

366-0848, or one of the nominating committee members, which are Gerry Ludwig, Lou 

Dorff, Tom Creel and Norm Weber. 



Bird Key Women's Association  
c/o Anita Laurie, President  

653 North Owl Drive Sarasota, Florida, 34236  
(941) 366 7113 or (716) 688 3861  

Email address: birdkeywomens.assn@yahoo.com  
Website: www.birdkeywomen.com  

 

Holiday Party and Luncheon, Thursday, December 16  
11:30 am, Bird Key Yacht Club - $12 per member  

 

Chicken Crepe- with Organic Spinach and Wild Mushrooms topped with Roasted Asparagus - Served with a Baby Green Salad -
Cranberries, Walnuts w/Gorgonzola Vinaigrette / Rolls and finished with a Special Holiday Dessert- Coffee and Tea- Drink 
tickets will be available. You May Substitute the Crepe Special with a Cobb Salad topped with Chicken or Salmon. Please bring 
along a wrapped gift to be exchanged for a fun game! However, this must be something you already have (and not a White 
elephant) something you like, but just do not need any more- No name required on gift. Examples- a small piece of furniture or 
an accessory, an antique, linens, a piece of glassware, jewelry, a fun hat or clothing, a painting, or any creative idea you may 
have. Value- priceless. A reservation must be made by November 30th and returned with a $12.00 check (made payable to BK 
Women's Assn.) and sent to the above address.  
January- A BBQ for members and a guest: Location/info to be announced  
Time: 1:00pm, Saturday, January 29th. Rain date: Sunday 30th.  

President: Anita Laurie - 366-7113  

Vice President: Michele Dunbar - 954-7686  

Membership/Dues: Karen Cogbill - 954-7518 418 

Dues to be paid January each year - $35.00 Check to BKWA  

Arts and Crafts: Kim Manning - 366-8093  

Book Club: Joan Engelbach - 914-3116  

Bridge: Karen Cogbill - 954-7518 "  

BK Children Meeting Children: Alisa Pettingel - 586-1651  

Couples Gourmet: Eileen Prisco - 361-2437  

Mahjongg: Michele Dunbar - 954-7686 

Humanitarian and Volunteer Opportunities: Rona Kantor - 366-2020,  

Mary Moshonas - 954-3756, "Mo" Camden - 366-3481  

BK Lunch Bunch: Monica Durakis - 365-6844  

New Membership Committee: Sue Costa - 316-9674, Anka Eshak - 366-1113 

Eileen Normile - 706-4074,  Audrey Singer - 366-5251 
Please encourage a friend or new neighbor to join us! 

Glaring Street Lamps 
 
If you walk the streets of 
Bird Key  when it is dark, you 
may notice that the  street 
post lights do not 
appear to have the 
same intensity.  If 
you look closely at 

the dimmer lights you will notice a 
filter on them.  
 
The city will come out and put a filter 
on your street light if you are  
experiencing excessive bright light 
glaring into your home.  Just call them 
at 365-7870. 

Free Classes  
 
The University of Florida, 
in conjunction with  Sara-

sota County, provide free 
classes to the public such as organic 

vegetable gardening, creating Florida Yards, Ter-
mites, Energy Incentives, Irrigation and native 
Shrubs.   
Visit Sarasota County Extension‟s website at  
Sarasota.extension.ufl.edu for times and location 
of classes. 

Looking for someone with computer skills to work on the  

Bird Key Newsletter.  Volunteer! 



Invasion of the Water Seekers 
 

When we walk the Key some of us 

marvel at the beauty and majesty of 

such trees as the Banyan, Ficus and 

Laurel.  However, these trees can be 

invasive if planted too close to homes, 

driveways, etc.  Their root systems extend 

deep into the ground, and unlike the palms, 

spread  far beyond the drip line seeking 

water.   One homeowner here on the Key had to have their 

entire plumbing system re-done because of a  Cuban Laurel 

seeking water along the underground pipes. 

The trees listed below can become very problematic at  

maturity.  Please consider not planting these trees here on 

the Key.       
Ficus  - very intrusive root system, over 

time the roots will grow as large as your 

waistline, will destroy underground pipes/

plumbing/driveways/foundations, etc.  

Banyan - very intrusive 

root system, same as 

above. 

Norfolk Island Pine -  
not recommended at all for a residential 

area. grow very tall, and do not handle wind 

conditions at all. Weak root systems, you do 

not want this tree  

falling anywhere.  

Australian Pine - roots again are a problem, and a messy 

tree with needles dropping. 

Fruit Trees ( rats love ‟em)  

Cuban Laurels - root system attacks plumbing. 

Brazilian Pepper - starts off as shrub, grows into 

tree.  Poison Plant, intrusive once established and spreads 

new plants fast with the red berries. 

Carrot Trees - prone to wind damage, brittle branches. 
   

If anyone wants to add to this list, please feel free to do 

so by contacting the office. 

Trash Day  
Just a reminder: 
The City of Sarasota 
has gone green…
Limiting trash/yard 
waste/re-cycling to 
one day per week.  Our day is 
TUESDAY. 

Just a reminder: 

Slow down for residents 

walking, jogging, biking 

down the streets of 

Bird Key.   

Glaring Flood Lights 
 

For those that keep their 

outdoor flood lights on all night: 

Please be respectful of the 

neighbors around you.  Some of 

you don't realize that your lights 

shine across streets and canals  

and into the homes of others.   If 

you could check and just adjust 

the lights toward the  ground, 

problem solved! 

Thanks for your cooperation! 

 

A special 

“Thank You” 

goes out to Patti Wilkerson for her 

dedication to the Bird Key Association.  

We will miss her as a board member.  

The best of luck to you, Patti,  

on your new endeavors. 

Did you know that our property manager, Lori Niles, 
is a notary and  provides free service to our mem-
bership.  You can reach her in  the guardhouse at 
941-366-0848.   

Oops!  Manager makes a mistake! 

The dues coupon letter notes incorrect dates a couple of times. The correct 

Annual Meeting date Tuesday, March 1st, 2011. So sorry for the error all!  

       - Lori Niles   



Time for a Haircut! 
 

It‟s that time of year where 

certain palms need to be 

“trimmed around the ears”.  Un-

like the Royal Palm that cleans 

itself, these trees need to have 

the  seed pods and dead 

frowns removed.   So, 

ask your neighbors for 

recommendations for a 

good, reasonable tree  

trimmer.   

 

Remember, with the exception of fruit 
trees, no tree can be cut down without a 
permit from the City of Sarasota.   

Front Entrance News 
 

The Landscaping Committee  

has just finished refurbishing 

the entrance to Bird Key.  

Colorful orange and white impatiens have 

now replaced our Summer flowers.  Sev-

eral shrubs injured during this year‟s cold 

wave have also been replaced.  At the 

entrance side of Bird Key we added an 

agave succulent.  Although it is small now, 

it will grow and add an unusual specimen 

to our front plantings.  

Happy Holidays and Happy Gardening! 

Thinking about getting  
involved? 

Well, now is the time  
to do it! 

You can make a  
difference! 

 
We need your input and 

expertise here on the 

Key.  In 2011 there will 

be 6 vacancies on the 

Board of Directors.  If 

you are at all interest-

ed in joining the Board 

and are able to volunteer your time for 

your community , please contact any of the 

board members or leave your name with 

Lori at the office @ 366-0848.    

Thank you! 

Walking Fido 
 

Homeowners appreciate dog owners picking up 

after their dogs.  However, just a reminder…

Please do not leave the filled bags in the 

residents‟ hedges and flowers. 

Thanks for your consideration. 

Enhancement Committee  
 

The Board would like to 

thank all those that took 

time out of their busy lives 

to be part of the 

Enhancement 

Committee.  Lori Dickert, Wendy Poelke, 

Joanne Abbott, Jim & Becky Krone, Lori Niles, 

Karen Finnigan, Bob Parks, Eileen Normile, Rita 

August, Patti Wilkerson, Bob Atwell, Gerry 

Ludwig, Bruce Breiner, Sue Rinehart, Roger 

Mangro, Lou Dorff, Sonya Goldwasser, and Debbie 

Holt.  Spearheaded by our own Lou 

Costa, there were twenty some odd 

residents that discussed ideas to help 

enrich and update the appearance of 

our Bird Key community.  These ideas 

will be presented to the Board to 

possibly act on in the near future. 

Bird Key Board 
meetings are held 

the fourth 
Thursday of the 
month at the Bird 
Key Yacht Club 

from 3:30-5:30.  
You are most 

welcome to sit in at 
these meetings! 

Please pick up the fallen fruit.  This helps control rodents. 



Rita West to Perform  

Your Bird Key Neighbor and Friend, 

 Rita West, will be part of  

The 37th Annual Singing Holiday Tree 
at First Sarasota 

The Downtown Baptist Church 

Fri.,  Dec. 3rd @ 7pm     Sat., Dec. 4th @ 3pm 

Sun., Dec 5th @ 6pm      Wed., Dec. 8th @7pm 

Fri., Dec 10th @ 7pm      Sat., Dec. 11th @ 3pm & 6pm 

Sun., Dec. 12th @ 3pm & 6pm 

 

Tickets available 9am-1pm at First Sarasota 

office Bldg. @ 1670 Main St. or by mail by 

visiting www.firstsarasota.org.  

 

For more information call 941-365-2846. 

 

After the local performances, the choir will 

get to travel to Germany where  

they will be performing for our troops.    

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!! 

Tree Program Coming to a Close 
 

This will be the last call to 
homeowners about requesting trees.  
Over 25 families have placed their 

names on the tree list for the 
Spring of 2011 planting. 

For the past 5 years trees have been 
planted  along the streets of Bird Key 

helping enhance and enrich our 
community.  The trees were once 
provided by the city but now are 
purchased through Bird Key funds. 
If you would like a tree(s) on your 

property, please notify the office ASAP 
at 941-366-0848.  These trees, after 

planting must be watered on a daily basis 
for two weeks and then three times a 

week for three months.   
Now that the trees are maturing you can 

see the effect on BK Drive. 
How Beautiful! 

March of the Bird Key Mailboxes 
Let‟s have some fun matching the unique mailboxes with their 

„titles‟.  Good Luck! 

The Crafter 

Home Sweet Home 

Double Purpose 

Homesteaded  

Brick Oven 

The British Invader 

Happy to Meet You 

Try to Knock Me Down 

Mom and Me 

The Obelisk 

Curly Q 

The Family 

Gone Fishin‟ 

In Need of Help 

Have you looked at 
your mailbox lately? 

http://www.firstsarasota.org


(Also for street light outages, street sign 

repairs, traffic signal malfunctions) 

City Street & Highway Maintenance 

   365-7870 

Public Works 954-4198 

Sarasota Police  316-1199 

BKIA Security Cell: 356-8666 

City Code Enforcement: 365-2200 

Solid Waste Collections:  Tues. & 

Fri. 

Garbage Collection:  365-7651 

 

Yard Waste Collection: Tuesdays 

     953-6559 

Recyclables:  Tuesdays 

   953-6559 

Electronics & Bulk Waste Pick-Up 

Scheduled  953-6559 

Water & Sewer Utilities 

Billing    954-4196 

Leaks, Low Pressure & Stoppage  

    955-2325 

After Hours Water/Sewer 

    955-4838

     

FPL Emergencies  917-0708 

Lift Station Issues: 

 Day:   955-2325 

 Night:   953-5126 

Sarasota Police/Fire Department 

Emergency             9-1-1 

Non-emergency 316-1199 

Cellular Phone 915-1720 

Marine Police 

Doug Peters           954-7017 

Code Enforcement 

Larry Payne   954-4125  ext. 4403 

City Commissioners 

                    (954-4115 for all) 

Richard Clapp, Mayor  

 Richard.Clapp@sarasotagov.com 

Kelly M. Kirschner, Vice Mayor 

 Kelly.Kirschner@sarasotagov.com 

Fredd “Glossie” Atkins, Commissioner 

 Fredd.Atkins@sarasotagov.com 

Suzanne Atwell, Commissioner 

 Suzanne.Atwell@sarasotagov.com 

Terry Turner, Commissioner 

 Terry.Turner@sarasotagov.com 

State Representative 

Ray Pilon, 69th House 

955-8077 Ray.pilon@myfloridahouse.gov 

County Commissioner 

Joe Barbetta, District 2 (includes Bird Key) 

861-5000 jbarbetta@scgov.net 

Congressional Representative 

Vern Buchanan - Florida 13th 202-225-5015 

Vern.Buchanan@mail.house.gov 

U.S. Senators 

Bill Nelson (202) 224-5274 

billnelson.senate.gov/contact 

 

George LeMieux (202) 224-5274 

www.lemieux.sen.gov 
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Bird Key Office  366-0848 

Public Works             954-4198 



THIS PUBLISHING AND ALL CONTENT WAS 

AUTHORIZED BY THE BIRD KEY IMPROVEMENT 

ASSOCIATION (BKIA) 

100 Bird Key Drive 

Sarasota, Florida  34236 

Phone: 941.366.0848 

Fax: 941.366.0408 

E-mail: bkiaoffice@verizon.net 

Website: www. bkia.org 

Governing Documents 
Bylaws, amended 2010, 

 Certificate of Inc., amended 2006, 
 Declaration of  Restrictions, Limitations, 
Conditions and Agreements,  amended 

2008 

© 2010 Bird Key Improvement Association.  This newsletter may be  
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