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BIRD KEY WELCOMES NEW GUARD 
 

Michael DeLeal is the newest addition to our 
guard staff.  He has enjoyed living in Florida for 

the past 4 years. The beaches, 
fishing and fine weather lured 

him here from Maryland. 
He especially enjoys his motor-

cycle pictured here.   
Last year he and his cycle 

drove over 
3300 miles 

and visited seven states.   
Go Michael! 
 And again,  

Welcome to Bird Key!           
 

Dwayne, Shawn, 
Lee, Bill and  

Nathan 

Manager Will Take Vacation 
 

Office Manager, Lori Richards will be away 

from June 17 through June 26th.  We will 

have a temporary assistant (Kathy  

Schonauer) in the office part days for the 

week of June 20th—June 24th. No notary 

service will be available. 



 
 
From the President’s desk- - - -  
 

The Annual meeting was again interesting this year.  We even had a quor-

um for whatever vote would come up.  As it turned out we did not have to 

make any major decisions. The most interesting part of the meeting was 

the question and answer session.    We try to have the answers right away.  

It doesn’t seem like we’re trying to dodge the question or hide anything 

that way.  It is also a good time for any comments that anyone wishes to 

make. 

 

The questionnaire had 5 questions this year. 
 
 Should an effort be made to trim trees and bushes over waterways and roads?   
       There were 48 yes and 14 no votes. 
 Should we update the governing documents?   
       There were 48 yes and 14 no votes. 
 What about enforcement of yard maintenance?   
       There were 27 votes to increase, 4 votes to decrease & 31 to remain the same. 
 Should gazebos be allowed?   
       There were 31 yes and 31 no votes. 
 
Discussion on the above has been underway at our Board Meetings.  If you have some specific points you would 

like to make please call Lori at the office.  The importance of ideas and statements cannot be overstated.  The 

Board makes decisions based on owners input.  We also have other sticky problems that come up from time to 

time.  If you would like to get questionnaires on an as needed basis for Board issues please let Lori know.  It 

may be a phone call or an email but it surely would be helpful. 

 
 Because the gazebo question was split 50/50 the Board has decided not to allow free standing 

gazebos.  The vote indicated there was not an overwhelming percentage of owners that wanted it and a “no” 

vote does not prevent gazeboes, just the free standing ones.  The reasons for rejection were that there are no 

structural standards at this time and as a result it would be necessary to consult an engineering firm to estab-

lish such.  The city has no standards for, and does not do any inspection of the construction.  We are concerned 

that they are quickly constructed and may be in the setback areas, which is not allowed and then it becomes a 

logistical court issue to have them removed, and they are easily enclosed and may become a storage shed.  The 

other issues will be discussed as time progresses. 

 

 It is becoming more evident that our documents need updating as we continue to face new 
challenges for previously unconcerned issues.  They include delayed construction, trimming overgrown  

vegetation and trees on properties and what to do about chronic violations.  We are anticipating that the 77% 

that voted for a document revision will hold and that that lengthy process may be completed.  We expect it will 

take 2 years. 

 

 We will also be trying to get our documents and restrictions, in some cases, to match the city 

regulations.  It is much easier to get city help on some issues than going through the mediation and court sys-

tem.  An effort will be made to keep everyone informed and certainly the Board expects to give a full report on 

this at the next annual meeting.  In the meantime, read your newsletters when they are sent. 





Enhancement Initiative Committee 
 

An Enhancement Initiatives Committee 

was formed with the goal of providing ide-

as to enhancing the beauty and value of 

our community. 

The committee was made up of 20 resi-

dents and Board members  

who brought a broad range of knowledge 

and experience.  

 

The recommendations accepted by the 

Board and presented at the Annual Meet-

ing will not result in an increase in dues. They are: 

 

1. Install decorative traffic sign posts 
 

2. Re-paint the light posts 
 

3. Landscape the West entrance wall 
 

4. Assure properties and yards are maintained 
 

5.Assure mailboxes are maintained 

Florida Friendly Landscaping -  
Xeriscaping 

 
Florida Friendly Landscape can be as beauti-

ful and distinctive as its owner’s taste.  

Aesthetics are the key components, and  

designed with wide variety of plants.    

“Pick the Right Plant for the Right Place”.  

Maintain it, even though it is called “Florida 

Friendly”  it still requires efficient watering, 

appropriate fertilizer, mulching, mowing, and 

pruning. By choosing plants appropriate for 

the site and maintaining them you will quickly 

become the prettiest yard on the street.    

Did you know that we 

have several Master 

Gardeners on Bird Key, 

that’s right.  Marjorie 

Singer is one to men-

tion, Marjorie has  

received awards from the State of Florida 

for Florida Friendly Landscaping.   

Front Entry Report 
 

The BKIA Board has 

submitted an application in May to the Sarasota County 

Historic Marker Committee to approve a plaque to be 

placed in Bird Key.  Detailed research has been con-

ducted on the history of Bird Key from 1905 to 1959, 

when Arvada bought Bird Key from John Ringling’s  

Estate.  The documented history is fascinating and will 

be placed on the exit side of the front entrance, hope-

fully by Thanksgiving.  Many walkers, bikers and runners 

gather at this area, and will be able to read the history of our key.      



Dear Fellow Residents of Bird Key: 
 
We’re well into Spring by now and we are kicking off the Bird Key Beautification Program!  As you may know from the March 

1st Annual Meeting, the Bird Key Improvement Association will soon begin some much-needed improvements on our beautiful 

island.  It has been over 50 years since Bird Key was incorporated as a community, and sadly, it has also been over 50 years 

since any significant updates, improvements or maintenance has been undertaken.  

 Acting on the recommendations of the Enhancement Committee—a group of 20+ volunteer-homeowners who studied 

the issue for several months before presenting ideas to the Board—the Bird Key Board of Directors voted to move forward on 

several fronts, including: 

Repainting of all light posts 
Installation of decorative posts for traffic signs 
Landscaping of the exterior wall on west side of the guard booth 
Instituting standards and monitoring for lawn maintenance and landscaping  
Instituting standards and monitoring for mail boxes. 

 
WE NEED THE RESIDENTS’ HELP.  Starting in May--we are asking every Bird Key resident to take a good long look at 

his/her mailbox.  Is it leaning?  Is it faded, peeling, rusted?  Is it broken?  Are the house numbers peeling or partially missing?  

The Bird Key Improvement Association has approved the “Mailbox Maintenance Standards” which you will find attached.  

Those are the standards by which our mailboxes will be assessed in the future.   

While you’ll note that there is no required style of mailbox, we have often been asked  to make recommendations as to the 

types that would be preferred.  Several photos and drawings of the mailbox types preferred by the En-

hancement Committee are shown on the bottom of the attached “maintenance standards.”  Mailbox sup-

port posts should be decorative but need not be ornate, however, unfinished 4X4’s or pipes are absolute-

ly discouraged.   

Dilapidated and outdated mailboxes have a major impact on the appearance of our neighborhood.  Please 

join your neighbors in assessing and upgrading your mailbox in the next few weeks.   

 

 

MAILBOX STANDARDS AND MAINTENANCE 
 

   Mailbox and support post style may be of the homeowner’s choosing but must comply with USPS 

standards (See USPS-STD-7B).   

   Mailboxes designed for mounting on a house are not suitable for use as curbside mailboxes. 

 

Mailboxes and support posts must be intact and in good repair (as defined below). 

 

Intact 

1.  The mailbox and post should not be dented, cracked or otherwise misshapen. 

2.  The mailbox must have all the original parts attached such as the door and flag. 

     any decorative elements attached to the mailbox or post must also be intact and in good repair.  There should not       

     be any pieces broken off, missing, corroded or in need of paint. 

 

1. Good Repair 

2. Paint (or plastic shell or decorative wrap, etc.) should not be faded, peeling, flaking, torn, cracked or patchy 

3. There should not be any obvious rust or corrosion. 

4. The house number on the box should not be peeling, partially missing, faded or mismatched.  Numbers are not to   

     be hand-written. 

5. The post or mailbox support must be upright at a 90-degree angle to the ground.  It should NOT be leaning in any     

     direction. 

6.   Mailbox must be mounted flat on the support and parallel to the ground. 

7.   Mailboxes should be clean of accumulated mold, debris and bird droppings. 
 





 

Smelling the Roses 
 

John-Norman Tuck and his lovely wife Mar-

cia moved to Bird Key four years ago, to 

201 Seagull Lane, a double lot, a lovely 

double home and a breathtaking rose gar-

den, which John-Norman has taken great 

pride in tending since he moved to the key. 

 

John-Norman’s love of roses stemmed from his childhood in London England where he would often take 

walks with his father and noted that there were always flowers.  That passion followed him as he grew 

up and into adulthood.  He has tended up to 82 bushes in a single garden throughout the years.   

Besides his art of roses, John-Norman is a hairstylist in downtown  

Sarasota and a life-long painter.  He displays many of his paintings in his home. He has a strong passion 

for anything artistic and equates that art is an expression of love.    

 

John-Norman’s favorite variety of rose is the Touch of Class, a salmon 

colored rose.  He describes this rose as pure and delicate.   Another 

favorite is the Double Delight, which is red and white with some yellow in 

it. John-Norman’s main passion for roses and tending to them is in the 

pure beauty and love it represents.  

 

We all enjoy the beauty and wonderful aroma of 

the roses as this display accentuates the beauty of 

the entryway to our community.  For John-Norman, 

tending his rose garden makes him feel good because it brings others happiness.   

 
                                    PRE-SALE INSPECTIONS 

 
 
     Before a home can be sold on Bird Key, it must undergo a pre-sale  
inspection.  This exterior-only inspection will determine if the property meets the current 
standards set out in the BKIA governing documents.   
 
     Items such as overgrown vegetation, dirty roofs, dead trees and grass, chain link fencing and lack of 
sound mitigation on mechanical equipment can be cited.   A letter noting the non-compliant items is sent to 
both the buyer and seller.   
 
    These inspections have been in effect since 1990 but had been suspended for several years.  The inspec-
tions have been reinstated in response to requests from residents for improved home maintenance on the 
key. 



 

Photo: 

Bald Eagle-   

Courtesy of 

Stan Ross  

615 N. Owl Dr. 

 

    NEWSLETTER HELP NEEDED 

 

    We are looking for people who’d 

    like to help with our quarterly  

    newsletter.  

   

    If you can work with Publisher,       

have some creativity, have time & are interested please 

contact Lori in the office at 366-0848.   

Manager’s Report: 

 
 

It hardly seems like Season is 

over. Things are still really 

busy in the office. 

 

We have 58 of 72 permits 

still open so far this year.  We’ve had 20 closings 

take place.  The top price was in the four million 

range and on the lower price was one in the three 

hundred thousand range. 

 

We currently have 7 properties where new homes 

are being built or about to start new construction.  

Many homeowners have done quite a bit of renova-

tion work on their homes, all which increases the 

values of properties. 

 

Our building took a strike of lightning in early May, 

which knocked out many of our functions, but 

could‘ve been much worse than it turned out to be 

in the end.  So grateful for surge protection and 

grounds!!  

 

Summer is fast approaching along with hurricane 

season.   If you haven’t addressed storm protec-

tion, please take the time to review that avenue 

and be prepared now.  

 

If you plan to be away for any length of time over 

Summer, remember to let us know so can keep an 

extra eye open for you.  Just call in to the office 

with the dates you plan to be away and a contact 

number where you may be reached. 

Thanks All!    Enjoy Your Summer!! 

Why We Have a  

Architectural Review Process 
 

        Like many community associa-

tions, we have a set of written archi-

tectural standards & processes. Some 

homeowners mistakenly believe these 

standards restrict their freedom of individual expres-

sion; actually they provide a framework within which 

each homeowner can express individual tastes and pref-

erences. The standards are clearly set out in the gov-

erning documents of the Bird Key Improvement Associa-

tion which every new homeowner agrees to uphold. The 

standards have been carefully developed to reflect a 

balance between individual rights and the good of the 

entire association—that is, maintaining and enhancing 

property values. 
 

 OK, but why do we need processes and guide-

lines to maintain architectural standards?  
 

 Perhaps most important, we need a basis for 

treating all homeowners fairly and reasonably. Written 

guidelines allow you and the Architectural Committee to 

work within the same criteria. 
 

 Sometimes architectural requirements can be 

complex. The guidelines show you exactly what is re-

quired, and helps you design improvements that comply 

with the community’s standards. 
 

 And then, there’s the application, permit and 

approval part of the process. The review committee 

members assure you they want the paper work to be as 

simple as possible for everyone. The guidelines take the 

guesswork out of your application and their decision 

making.  
 

 In fact, they not only provide criteria for the 

current committee to make appropriate decisions, but 

for successive committee members to make consistent 

decisions in the future.  
 

    Please contact the chair of the Architectural Com-

mittee or the Office Manager if you have any  

questions. 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.forestlakes.net/images/board_table.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.forestlakes.net/arb.html&usg=__AmJUze8PTKjSQH7UjDFowII215s=&h=73&w=96&sz=5&hl=en&start=24&zoom=0&itbs=1&tbnid=evLSdKztyaDMyM:&tbnh=62&tbnw=81&prev=


Curb Appeal Counts 
 

 

The condition of your lawn and 

exterior of your home has a big 

effect on the look and value of 

your home and our Community.   

 

Cleaning and sprucing up your yard are good low-cost 

alternatives to major home improvement. Whether you 

hire a professional or you have the skills and tools to do 

it yourself, here are 6 tips to improve your lawn and 

home: 

  

Weeding, edging, planting beds and mulching go a 
long way toward improving a yard’s look. 

Replace that worn out mailbox. 
Pressure wash your  roof and driveway every Spring   
      planting colorful annuals in beds or pots around 

the house and patio, in hanging plant holders or 
in flower boxes makes a house look cared for 
and cozy. 

To solve problems or add interest, plant new trees 
and shrubs to create focus areas, or to camou-
flage foundations and old fencing, or block un-
sightly views. 

Have your trees and shrubs professionally pruned 
before hurricane season, fix brown spots in the 
lawn and remove and replace diseased plants. 

 
Homeowners who want help with their yard should 

seek an evaluation by a profes-

sional lawn or landscape firm, or 

contact one of our BKIA Land-

scape Committee member for 

great ideas.  

 

 Annual Paper Shredding Event 

 
We held our annual event at the Bird 

Key Yacht Club parking lot in April, 

just after tax time. It was a huge 

success, bigger than ever. We shredded 4500 lbs 

of paper.  

Thanks to all of you and we hope to see you again 

next year!   

Current Permit Requirements 

 
Bird Key requires permits to be  

obtained for any exterior work.  

There are few exceptions. 

 

The Board is reviewing this policy at current to con-

sider shortening the list of jobs requiring  

permits.  But for today, everything exterior  

requires a BK permit. 

 

Check with the office if there are any questions.  

The Architectural Review  

Committee is  

recruiting new members.  
 

Any association member in good standing is welcome 

to volunteer, but we’re particularly interested in 

members with expertise or experience with con-

struction, engineering, or design. The duties of the 

committee may include: 

Ÿ Drafting, amending, and updating design review pol-

icies and guidelines. 

Ÿ Reviewing applications, permits and variances. 

Ÿ Advising association members on their improvement 

projects. 

Ÿ Monitoring construction projects and changes; en-

suring they comply with the approved proposal. 

Ÿ Touring the community periodically to verify and 

identify design violations. 

Living With Man’s 

Best Friend 
 

Have You Ever Had This Happen? 

You’re walking down the street with 

your dog on a leash and out from nowhere comes another 

dog, not on a leash and unpleasant circumstances arise.  

Some of our residents have experienced this and their 

leashed dogs have been attacked by the other.  Please heed 

the City’s  leash law for everyone’s 

safety.  

For those owner’s who do not want dogs 

stopping on their front lawns we recom-

mend checking out this website: 

http://www.ehow.com/

how_2091251_keep-dogs-off-grass.html 

Also, please remember to scoop the 

poop. Thanks. 



New Mayor is One of Our  

 Very Own!! 

 

 Suzanne Atwell was  

recently elected Mayor of 

Sarasota.  Way to go Suzanne!! 

CONGRATULATIONS!  

No More Vendor List?! 
 

  That’s right, no more  

vendor list folks.  The Board had 

a former attorney visit at one of 

their meetings, who cautioned that 

providing a vendor list holds cer-

tain litigious liability.  Thus, the 

Board has decided to discontinue 

the list. The BEST ADVICE we 

can give you is to ask your neigh-
bors to share their experience and 
suggestions on vendors and con-
tractors.       

New Office Phone System  
When contacting the office, you now 

hear an automated greeting with  

several helpful options. It is 

not necessary to listen to the 

entire message in order to 

reach…..Security or our  

Manager, Lori. 

 Quick tip:  At any time, dial 1 

for Security  or dial 2 or 0 for the  

Manager.    

Sounds Like a Good Idea 
 

Noise is a concern for every resident. 

Especially for Garden Homes, where 

homes back up to each other.  To keep 

everyone happy and maintain civility among neighbors, 

the association asks that you please keep your neigh-

bor in mind,  a little common courtesy makes a big 

difference. Keep your music and television at reasona-

ble levels.  Before remodeling, check with the manag-

er about acceptable hours and days of the week that 

work can be done.  

Bird Key Yacht Club Closed All Of August  
 

Remodeling is scheduled to commence August 1st through September 

5th.  

 

Note: No Bird Key Board 
meeting in August.  

Aw Rats !! 
Like every year, about this time, we seem 

to be having an especially large population 

of those unwanted fury critters.  

You can obtain rat bait and bait stations in the office free of 

charge.  Be sure your pets don’t get into the bait though.  We cannot 

the stress the importance of this enough.      

 

Reminder...Trash 

(including yard debris) is 

to be placed out no soon-

er than 24hrs of sched-

uled pick-up.  As of 

Sept. 1, 2010 there is only one pick up per 

week, for trash, recycle & yard debris; on 

Tuesdays.  

Please remember—Receptacle bins and barrels 

are to be stored out of view. Thank You! 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://grab-it-now.info/party/party-balloons.jpg&imgrefurl=http://grab-it-now.info/party_planning_tips.html&usg=__zg71kA8pXYRtC6w9MVg0yhQ1zW8=&h=200&w=196&sz=21&hl=en&start=1&zoom=1&itbs=1&tbnid=EwPRhBXb4gQ0WM:&tbnh=10
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Sarasota Police  316-1199 
 
BKIA Security Cell: 356-8666 
 
City Code Enforcement: 365-2200 

City Street & Highway Maintenance 
(Also for street light outages, street sign repairs, 
traffic signal malfunctions) 

    365-7870 
 
Public Works  954-4198 

Solid Waste Collections:  Tues.  
Garbage Collection:  365-7651 
 
Yard Waste Collection: Tuesdays 
     497-8088 
Recycle:          Tuesdays 
     497-8088 
Electronics & Bulk Waste Pick-Up 
Scheduled   497-8088 

Water & Sewer Utilities 
Billing    954-4196 
 
Leaks, Low Pressure & Stoppage  
    955-2325 
 
After Hours Water/Sewer 
    955-4838
     
FPL Emergencies  917-0708 

Lift Station Issues: 
 Day:  955-2325 
 Night:  953-5126 

Sarasota Police/Fire Department 
Emergency 9-1-1 
 
Non-emergency        316-1199 

Cellular Phone                                 915-1720 

Marine Police 
Bruce King 954-7017 

Code Enforcement 
Larry Payne    954-4125  ext. 4403 

City Commissioners 
                    (954-4115 for all) 
 
Terry Turner, Vice Mayor-At Large 
 Terry.Turner@sarasotagov.com 
Paul Caragiulo, Commissioner—District 2 
 Paul.Caragiulo@sarasotagov.com 
Willie Shaw, Commisioner—District 1 
 Willie.Shaw@sarasotagov.com 
Shannon Snyder, Commissioner—District 3 
 Shannon.Snyder@sarasotagov.com 

County Commissioner 
Joe Barbetta, District 2 (includes Bird Key) 

861-5000 jbarbetta@scgov.net 

Congressional Representative 
Vern Buchanan- Florida 13

th
  202-225-5015 

 Vern.Buchanan@mail.house.gov 

U.S. Senators 
Bill Nelson   (202) 224-5274 
      www.nelson.sen.gov  
 
Marco Rubio  (202) 224-3041 
      www.rubio.sen.gov 

 State Representative 
                 Ray Pilon, 69

th
 House     955-8077 

     Ray.pilon@myfloridahouse.gov 

City Mayor-At Large 
             Suzanne Atwell   941-954-4115

      

            Suzanne.Atwell@sarasotagov.com 
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